Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 14(c) Atty Dkt No. Q78467 

U.S. ApplnNo. 10/715,443 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended): A magnetic transfer apparatus in which a master 

information carrier carrying thereon information to be transferred to a slave medium is held in 
close contact with the slave medium by a holder disposed on the holder support portion of a 
magnetic transfer apparatus and comprising a pair of halves movable toward and away from each 
other, and a transfer magnetic field is applied to the master information carrier and the slave 
medium held in close contact with each other by the holder, the magnetic transfer apparatus 
comprising 

a locator mechanism having a first surface, 

wherein the first surface contacts a second surface of the holder support portion, and 
wherein the locator mechanism locates the holder at least in a direction perpendicular to 

the central axis of the holde r; and 

wherein the locator mechanism includes a first element provided in a part of the holder 

and a second element provided in a part of the holder support portion, wherein the second 

element removably receives the first element . 

2. (Currently Amended): A magnetic transfer apparatus as defined in Claim 1 in 
which the locator mechanism is provided with at least one of a sliding guide and a rolling guide 
employed at a contact portion between the holder and the holder support portion^ 
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wherein the at lease one of a sliding guide and a rolling guide is a guide for mounting the 
first element to the second element . 

3. (original): A magnetic transfer apparatus as defined in Claim 1 further comprising 
a pressing mechanism which presses the holder against the holder support portion. 

4. (currently amended): A magnetic transfer apparatus as defined in claim 3, in 
which the pressing mechanism presses the holder in which a mast e r information carri e r carrying 
th e r e on information to b e transf e rr e d to a slav e m e dium is h e ld in close contact with th e slav e 
m e dium by a hold e r dispos e d on th e holder support portion of a magn e tic transf e r apparatus and 
comprising a pair of halv e s movabl e toward and away from e ach oth e r, and a transf e r magn e tic 
fi e ld is appli e d to th e mast e r information carri e r and th e slav e m e dium h e ld in clos e contact with 
e ach oth e r by th e holder, th e magnetic transf e r apparatus comprising 

a locator m e chanism which i s provid e d b e tw ee n th e hold e r support portion and th e hold e r 
and locat e s th e hold e r at l e ast in a dir e ction p e rpendicular to the c e ntral axis of the holder, and 

a pr e ssing m e chanism which pr e ss e s th e hold e r against th e hold e r support portion in a 
direction at an angle to the axis of rotation of the holder. 

5. (currently amended): A magnetic transfer apparatus in which a master information 
carrier carrying thereon information to be transferred to a slave medium is held in close contact 
with the slave medium by a holder disposed on the holder support portion of a magnetic transfer 
apparatus and comprising a pair of halves movable toward and away from each other, and a 
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transfer magnetic field is applied to the master information carrier and the slave medium held in 
close contact with each other by the holder, the magnetic transfer apparatus comprising 
a locator mechanism having a first surface, 

wherein the first surface contacts a second surface of the holder support portion, 

wherein the locator mechanism locates the holder at least in a direction perpendicular to 
the central axis of the holder, 

A magn e tic transf e r apparatus as d e fin e d in Claim 1 , wherein the locator mechanism 
comprises a block portion including the first surface, and 

wherein the holder support portion includes a recess for receiving the block portion. 

6. (currently amended): A magnetic transfer apparatus in which a master information 
carrier carrying thereon information to be transferred to a slave medium is held in close contact 
with the slave medium by a holder disposed on the holder support portion of a magnetic transfer 
apparatus and comprising a pair of halves movable toward and away from each other, and a 
transfer magnetic field is applied to the master information carrier and the slave medium held in 
close contact with each other by the holder, the magnetic transfer apparatus comprising 

a locator mechanism having a first surface, 

wherein the first surface contacts a second surface of the holder support portion, 
wherein the locator mechanism locates the holder at least in a direction perpendicular to 
the central axis of the holder, A magn e tic transfer apparatus as d e fin e d in Claim 1, 
wherein the first surface includes an engaging portion, and 
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wherein the second surface includes a receiving portion configured to receive the 
engaging portion. 

7. (Previously Presented): A magnetic transfer apparatus as defined in Claim 1 further 
comprising pressing means for pressing the holder against the holder support portion. 

8. (new) A magnetic transfer apparatus as defined in Claim 1, wherein the holder 
includes a support surface, which is opposed to a surface of one of the master information carrier 
and the slave medium, and a support shaft projecting, in parallel with the central axis of the 
holder, from the center of the back side of the support surface; wherein the first element is a 
locating block mounted onto the support shaft; wherein the second element is a receiving portion 
for receiving the locating block; wherein at least a part of the locating block is fitted into the 
receiving portion to locate the holder in the direction perpendicular to the central axis of the 
holder. 

9. (new) A magnetic transfer apparatus as defined in Claim 8, wherein the locating 
block includes a first block surface perpendicular to the support surface and a second block 
surface perpendicular to the support surface and the first block surface, and wherein the 
receiving portion includes a first abutment surface, on which the first block surface abuts, and a 
second abutment surface, on which the second block surface abuts. 
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10. (new) A magnetic transfer apparatus as defined in Claim 8, wherein the locating 

block has a protrusion projecting therefrom in a direction along the support surface, and wherein 

the receiving portion has a depression into which the protrusion is fitted. 
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